
 

Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods 
Meeting 

 
May 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
Peter Kirk Room, City Hall 

123 Fifth Avenue 
(South entrance, Lower level) 

  
AGENDA 
7:00-7:05   Introductions and ratification of April meeting minutes 
  
7:05-7:15   Elections 
 
7:15-7:30 Downtown parking update - Mark Nelson 
 
7:30-7:40 Planning Commission joint meeting 
discussion - Lisa McConnell 
 
7:40 – 7:45 ARC update 
 
7:45 -7:50 Public Comments  
 
7:50- 8:00 Brainstorming session How to increase 
meeting participation 
 
8:00– 8:15 Month of Concern for the Hungry 
 Volunteers appointed to coordinate 
 
8:15 -9:00   Liaison Reports and Hot Topics 

• Kari Page, Neighborhood Services Coordinator, 
Neighborhood Service Report, NSP update, 
Building & Planning merge 

• Liaison Reports 
• Kirkland Parks Foundation recap 
• Neighborhood Leaders 

 
Upcoming Agenda Items:  

 
Upcoming Events/Deadlines: 

• 990N forms due May 15th! 
• Let us know about your summer picnics 
• Public Hearing, Transportation Master Plan, June 25th 

 
The Kirkland Alliance of Neighborhoods (KAN) is a coalition of the City’s Neighborhood Associations. KAN fosters communication and 

awareness of issues affecting the neighborhoods among the Neighborhood Associations, the City and appropriate entities. KAN is an 
effective, collegial voice for the neighborhoods and a valued resource for the City. 



 
Memorandum 
 
May 11, 2015 
 
To: Bea Nahon – Co-Chair 
 Lisa McConnell – Co-Chair 
 
From:  Mark B. Nelson – Market Neighborhood Representative 
 
Re: Downtown Parking Study 
 
Recommendation  KAN should review the City of Kirkland’s G-11 Policy on parking and strongly engage 
with the City Council, City Staff, Businesses and Neighborhood Associations to provide guidance on the 
implementation and enforcement of the City’s parking policies to limit spill-over parking to 
neighborhoods 

Background:  The City promises to engage its residents but does not. 

On February 11, 2015 KAN received an update concerning the Downtown Parking Study.  This 
memorandum supplements the earlier report, provides additional background and recommends action 
for KAN. 

In April 2014 the City of Kirkland signed an agreement with Rick Williams Consulting (RWC) concerning 
parking in the downtown area.  The agreement included seven tasks.  A requirement of the first task was 
for RWC to spend 72 hours, and interview, “…up to 8 external (non-staff) stakeholders....” 

Representatives of the Market Neighborhood Association formally requested that the City inform MNA 
when its representatives could engage in discussions with RWC.  MNA representatives supported the 
City’s scope of work with RWC in that it would obtain input from external stakeholders early in the 
process. 

In late November 2014 the City revealed that, “After our initial meetings with the consultant, we did 
decide to reorder the tasks,” and that, “We are still developing the list of 8 stakeholders.” 

The City never engaged with external stakeholders, nor formally facilitated input from citizens, prior to 
presenting RWC’s report to the City Council.   

The Parking Study includes options that increase business parking in neighborhoods. 

The report included nine options and was presented to the City Council on January 6, 2015: 

1. Surface Lot South of City Hall 
2. Lake Avenue West 
3. Waverly Way 
4. Shared used with private parking 
5. Pay Parking 
6. Branding and Marketing/Communications 
7. Wayfinding/ Dynamic Signage and Sensors 
8. Improve operations at library 
9. Parking Applications apps including pay by phone. 
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Once asked, residents had great input and many new ideas. 

In late February and early March 2015 the City facilitated four discussion sessions with many residents 
and several business owners.  The facilitator recapped the nine options presented to the City Council 
and recorded comments from participants at the meetings.  Comments made during the meetings were 
captured in a 56 page document.  Although the discussion concerned the nine options, numerous 
additional ideas and concepts were offered which had not been previously considered and which RWC 
was not asked to develop since the City chose to not involve stakeholders until late in the process. 

The City Council met on April 7th and directed the Staff to “do more” than the initial recommendations 
of increasing signage and improving lighting and maintenance in the library garage. 

The City continues on a path of increasing spill-over parking into neighborhoods without engaging 
residents, the Neighborhood Associations, or KAN. 

On May 5, the City Council received a further update on the parking initiative, including material which 
was not part of the packet provided in advance of the meeting, and which the Council and the public did 
not have an opportunity to review or comment on prior to the meeting. 

But the City has a Policy that specifically addresses parking, and spill-over parking into residential 
areas. 

During the May 5 meeting a member of the Market Neighborhood Association presented a recap of the 
City’s existing Policy G-11, from Kirkland Public Work’s 2015 Pre-Approved Plans.  
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Pre-
Approved+Plans/General/Pre-Approved+Plans+(Entire+Doc).pdf 

Policy G-11 is Parking Guidelines for Downtown Kirkland which includes the Operating Principle that 
neighborhoods are “intended to serve residential demand and uses generating demand from within the 
zone.  It is intended that “spill over” from other parking zones within the CBD be mitigated.” 

During the May 5 City Council Meeting, the Market and Norkirk Neighborhood Association Boards 
agreed with the City’s existing policy G-11 and encouraged the City to collaborate with the 
Neighborhood Associations prior to revising the policy, or taking action which would push parking in to 
neighbrohoods. 

May 5, 2015 City Council Meeting Recap  Public comments concerning downtown parking were 
provided and can be seen here.  
http://kirkland.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=43&clip_id=3097 

• Items from the Audience starts at 01:04:21 
• Discussion by the Council starts at 02:00:00 

So the time has come to actively engage and help direct the discussion of not only current parking 
issues for downtown, but a city-wide parking policy as it directly impacts neighborhoods and residents 
within those neighborhoods from business/commercial spill-over parking. 

Several Council members commented that KAN may be a forum to bring together neighborhoods, 
businesses and the City.  The City Manager promised that he would meet with his staff on May 6, and 
“Have a plan we can get out to everybody very quickly after we meet….” 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Pre-Approved+Plans/General/Pre-Approved+Plans+(Entire+Doc).pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Pre-Approved+Plans/General/Pre-Approved+Plans+(Entire+Doc).pdf
http://kirkland.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=43&clip_id=3097
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Is this Topic Appropriate for KAN?  Residents of the Everest, Houghton, Lakeview, Market, Moss Bay, 
Norkirk and Totem Lake Neighborhoods have recently indicated that they are all impacted by on-street 
parking from commuters and businesses.  

Given the number of neighborhoods affected by spill-over parking into residential neighborhoods, this 
issue aligns with Section V of KAN’s Guidelines and Policies which provides the following criteria for 
consideration before studying a topic: 

a) Does this issue have a Citywide impact? 
b) Does this issue impact more than one neighborhood now or in the future? 
c) Is there another entity that is more appropriate to comment upon the issue? 
d) Does KAN have the capacity to study and consider the issue? 
e) Is there sufficient time for KAN Reps to connect with their respective NAs and study and 

comment on the issue given the timeline of the particular topic? 
f) As an alternative or as an additional step, should we assign someone to represent NA interests 

as a liaison or observer to another body? 

The City will be addressing the current spill-over parking policy in the near term, and parking will be a 
topic in the June 2 Council meeting.  All of the neighborhoods are stakeholders in these discussions.  
This is an opportunity for KAN to help guide and influence the discussions as the current spill-over 
parking policy is examined and a future city-wide policy is developed. 
 
Additional Information   

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Transportation/Downtown+Parki
ng+Final+Study+Report.pdf 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/010615/11a_NewBusiness.pdf 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/040715/10b_UnfinishedBusiness.pdf 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/Public_Works/Transportation_and_Traffic/Parking.htm 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/CMO/CMO+PDFs/KAN+Guidelines+and+Policies.pdf  

My phone is 425-576-5675, e-mail nelson.markb@gmail.com.  

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Transportation/Downtown+Parking+Final+Study+Report.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Public+Works/Public+Works+PDFs/Transportation/Downtown+Parking+Final+Study+Report.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/010615/11a_NewBusiness.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/City+Council/Council+Packets/040715/10b_UnfinishedBusiness.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/depart/Public_Works/Transportation_and_Traffic/Parking.htm
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/CMO/CMO+PDFs/KAN+Guidelines+and+Policies.pdf
mailto:nelson.markb@gmail.com































































